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I have a growing sense that when it comes to taking seriously 

Jesus’ call of making disciples, we have unknowingly put the proverbial cart before the horse.  In 

doing so, we can easily find ourselves living out of sync with the Spirit’s work in transforming us into 

the image of Christ (Romans 8:29). 

I believe we need a gentle but timely nudge in reminding us that the disciple making call of 

Jesus commences with an invitation and concludes with a command. ‘FOLLOW ME,’ always 

precedes ‘GO AND MAKE’ in the scriptural narrative (Matthew 4:19 and 28:19). It appears, however, 

in church practice the priority of ‘evangelizing’ with the gospel message at times seems to be far 

more pressing than the practice of ‘internalizing’ the teaching of Jesus through personal application. 

Let’s face it, it’s far easier to observe what we desire Christ to do in the lives of others, than it is to 

oblige in obedience to the work He intends to perform in our own life experience, right here, right 

now. 

The design in Jesus’ calling before commanding reveals a timeless principle in spiritual 

transformation: You can’t lead others further than you yourself have allowed Christ to lead you into 

the experience of spiritual renewal. That’s the primary intention in His invitation. His call isn’t 

toward blind obedience. Rather, the invitation to follow, leads to an understanding that He plans to 

make something out of us! The apostle Paul said it like this, “He who began a good work in you will 

carry it on to completion…” (Philippians 1:6) Max Lucado puts it this way, “Jesus accepts you the 

way you are – but He doesn’t plan to leave you in that condition!” 

The invitation from Jesus to follow Him in time transforms us into followers who, in turn, make 

disciples of others. Listen to His words: “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men!” 

Following Jesus (the essence of discipleship) leads us naturally toward His command to ‘go into all 
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the world and make disciples.’ The great commission command of Jesus is always responsive to the 

Spirit’s proactive transformational work in our life. 

Failure to follow Jesus’ strategic spiritual rhythm results in, as noted by Andy Crouch, finding us 

trying to ‘fix people’ by making them into something they currently are not. Those committed to 

‘go-and-make’ without first submitting to the invitation to be made into something by Christ, act 

like it’s all in our power, and all we have to do is ‘finish the task.’ When we stand back, however, 

and look at the big picture, that approach simply reinforces the illusion that spiritual transformation 

is it’s about us, it’s all up to us, and the outcome rests on how good we are at ‘going and making.’ 

Conversely, obeying Christ’s command as an outcome of a commitment to first follow Him, finds 

the ‘going and making’ as the natural outworking and fruit of His transformational work within us. 

 


