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Good Morning Don 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to think about and discuss discipleship.  Discipleship is a major emphasis 

in my personal calling into ministry and plays an important role in my service to the Lord.  Transformation, 

and I would add renewal, I believe, are what the Lord has called me into His service for. 

Through the years here in Redwater, discipleship has taken on a few different forms.   We have used 

Sunday School Courses and used Home Cell Groups to connect with both new believers and growing 

believers but for me here in this context, discipleship has taken on a larger footprint. 

Even during the candidating process as Loiuse and I were considering coming to Redwater, the Lord was 

revealing the need for discipleship here at the church and I understood that it was going to be a large task 

that I needed to exercise patience in.  The church in name was Alliance but characteristically was leaning 

in a much more conservative direction.  In fact I would say it was caught up in some strong legalistic 

thinking.  The church was very proud (and not in a good way) of their accomplishments: of building the 

new building; of their accomplishments in participating in short term missions; in their involvement in local 

outreach events.  Not everyone, but there was a general consensus that these accomplishments proved 

how spiritual they were.  And then, coupled with these ideas, there was a historical event that had 

happened to the church many years before that was still being talked about as if it had just happened.  

Many years before, the church, in an unhealthy way, had experienced a number of its congregation leave 

and start a Pentecostal church in Redwater.  As a result, there was a dislike for anything that hinted of 

charismatic and a definite shunning of the workings of the Holy Spirit, especially if it moved towards 

anything that seemed charismatic.  In fact in a few people there was a prideful joy that the “other church” 

was small and seemed to have a lot of problems. In recognizing these issues, decided to move slowly 

and carefully when it came to discipleship issues.  And I also felt I needed to keep discipleship as much 

as possible in my hands so that renewal wouldn’t be hindered if inadvertently some poor beliefs were 

strengthened.  

In this situation, I believed the Lord desired discipleship to be a church wide activity that needed to move 

slowly through a number of different issues.  The main avenues for this teaching became the Adult 

Sunday School Class and Preaching.  In the first year preached through and taught in the Sunday School 

Class, Henry Blackaby’s book “Experiencing God”.  The material itself leans towards the more 

conservative thinking and provided what most people thought as a safe study.  We emphasised and 

solidified our common beliefs but I also had the opportunity to “shape” some of those thoughts and to 

interject some more Alliance thinking in regard to the work of the Holy Spirit.  It bonded us together while 

stretching people a little at the same time.  After this, we moved into a year of teaching on the centrality of 

Christ, again solidifying us while adding issues like healing and the work and reliance on the Holy Spirit 

that Christ showed while walking during His earthly ministry.   

By the third year, felt there was enough trust built up that we did, almost a year long, Sunday School 

Class study on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, while coordinating a couple of sermon series from books of the 

Bible.  We moved slowly through the Gifts that were more charismatic and had lots of opportunity for 

discussions while sermons connected on similar topics.  Even though there were a number of people who 

believed these gifts ended with the disciples and the start of the church, they seemed to be willing to talk 

about it and be open to other possibilities.   



During this time the Lord began to do some interesting things.  Statistically, it may not have looked 

encouraging because our numbers began to drop, but through a period of about 2 years the Lord began 

to move some of the strong leaders out of the church that were the ones holding the church from 

receiving more from the Lord.  And they moved for all kinds of reasons, from work changes, to school 

opportunities or for family needs in other provinces.  The way the Lord accomplished all of this seemed 

rather normal for a rural church so it left the church sad that some of their friends were leaving but the 

church wasn’t in turmoil because of disagreements or divisive issues.  By somewhere around year 6 the 

church was on an upward swing and we began to experience more of the Spirit among us and there was 

an openness to receive more.  We saw a few divisions among people being resolved and people desiring 

more of the Lord.   

It was around this time I felt a release to begin to teach about receiving the Holy Spirit as a crisis moment 

that was subsequent to salvation and began bringing in more Alliance theology and thought.  Along with 

this teaching and emphasis, also made a number of stronger decisions.  For example: discontinued a few 

church programs for one year because these were being seen as proof that we were righteous and holy 

through our own efforts and strength.  For one year, we did not do our traditional fall community outreach 

event and we still were experiencing God’s presence.  The lady’s mid week Bible study was not held for 

about six months because some healing between ladies and decisions that had been made in previous 

years had caused some hard feelings among some people.  When it started up again it had a different 

emphasis and has since grow significantly.   

Along with these church wide activities the Board of Elders have been doing a number of book studies.  

We have studied and discussed material like, “The Subtle Power of Spiritual Abuse, and how to recognise 

it”; “The Green Letters- Principles of Spiritual Growth”; and we are currently studying the Cloud and 

Townsend book “Boundaries”. 

Discipleship here, in this context, has been a church wide process of solidifying us under the banner of 

Christ, while carefully helping people stretch and/or change core beliefs.  To this point discipleship has 

not taken on the shape of classes or small group activities but who knows how the Lord may lead us in 

the future.   

I am looking forward to hearing more at the District Conference on this subject because it is a subject that 

is close to my heart.  Thank you for challenging us to continue to move forward in this area. 
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