
 

 

 

BIBLICAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELDERS 

Stony Plain Alliance  

The only two local church offices mentioned in the NT are those of Elder (overseer) and Deacon (servant 

or minister). Included in these qualifications is a man's heartfelt desire for the care and oversight of 

God's people (1Timothy 3:1). The desire for power, authority, or spiritual status is nowhere listed or 

promised in any part of the New Testament! 

An important question that needs to be asked and answered pertains to the exact nature of these 

qualifications. What exactly are these qualifications? 

 They are moral qualities or qualities of high moral character. 

 They are the marks of leadership, marks which demonstrate a man's capacity to leads others in 

the Christian life. 

 As those qualities that mark a man for leadership, they are primarily the marks of spiritual 

maturity, the marks of one who has grown in Christ and has experienced the life-changing 

power of the Lord through the ministry of the Spirit of God and the Word of God. 

Primarily they are marks of maturity. This certainly fits the context which warns against choosing a "new 

convert" (1 Tim. 3:6). 

But by way of further definition there are three more things about these qualifications as marks of 

maturity that are important in grasping the nature of these qualifications. 

 They are goals and they provide us with a target, something we should all set our sights on. 

Since all believers should grow and mature in the Lord, these qualifications should be the goal of 

every believer, not just elders and deacons. These are goals we will all strive for if we mean 

business with Jesus Christ. In essence this should be our aim because as these marks are 

realized, we will also be accomplishing the other goals God has for our lives (cf. Phil. 3:12-15; cf. 

also 1 Tim. 1:5-6). In a context concerned with having the right goals in ministry, Paul warns 

Timothy about those men who wanted to be teachers, but who had strayed from the goal of 1 

Timothy 1:5-6. In verse 6, the word for "straying," astocheo (Gk), means "to fail to aim carefully, 

and thus to miss the mark." They were disqualified because they were aiming at the wrong 

goals. 

 Next, these qualifications are marks of identification and confirmation. They make the person 

who possesses these qualities a marked person with the brand of Jesus Christ emblazoned 

across their lives. Today, the church has lost its distinctiveness because, far too often, you can't 



tell believers from unbelievers— and I am not talking about manner of dress. Rather, I am 

referring to values, priorities, pursuits, and godly character.  

 Finally, as marks of identification and confirmation, they also make the possessors of these 

qualities examples, patterns to follow. They demonstrate the reality of Christ in our lives which 

enables us to be influential in the right way. 

"Those who are choosing elders in churches today would do well to look carefully at candidates in the 

light of these qualifications, and to look for those character traits and patterns of godly living rather than 

worldly achievement, fame, or success. Especially in churches in western industrial societies, there 

seems to be a tendency to think that success in the world of business (or law, or medicine, or 

government) is an indication of suitability for the office of elder, but this is not the teaching of the New 

Testament." -Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, p.916 

Biblical Qualification(s) Office Scriptural Reference(s) 

   

Must be Above Reproach (blameless) Elder / Deacon 1Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6 / 1Tim. 3:9- 10 

Must be The Husband Of One Wife Elder / Deacon 1Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6 / 1Tim. 3:12 

Must be Temperate (sober minded) Elder / Deacon 1Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:7 / 1Tim. 3:8 

Must be Prudent (self-controlled) Elder 1Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8 

Must be Respectable Elder / Deacon 1Tim. 3:2 / 1Tim. 3:8 

Must be Hospitable Elder 1Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8 

Must be Able To Teach Elder 1Tim. 3:2; 5:17; Titus 1:9 

Not Addicted to Wine (drunkenness) Elder / Deacon 1Tim. 3:3; Titus 1:7 / 1Tim. 3:8 

Not Violent, but Gentle Elder 1Tim. 3:3; Titus 1:7 

Not Quarrelsome Elder 1Tim. 3:3 

Not A Lover Of Money (not greedy) Elder 1Tim. 3:3 

Manages His Own Household Well Elder / Deacon 1Tim. 3:4 / 1Tim. 3:12 

His Children Obey Him Elder / Deacon 1Tim. 3:4-5; 12 Titus 1:6 

Not A Recent Convert Elder 1Tim. 3:6 

A Good Reputation With Outsiders Elder 1Tim. 3:7 

 


