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WCD Worship Collective
Newsletter - Summer 2016

Hello again Worship Pastors of the Western
Canadian District! Summer is here and there are
some exciting things going on in our district. Read
on to find out what’s happening.

2016 Worship Album Project

[Date]

This Issue
Worship Album Project
Submit your song to
dan@rockyviewalliance.com
—details for submissions are
on the district website.
Deadline is June 30

Save The Date
Our first retreat was a HUGE
success and we are already
looking forward to next year!
Save the dates for next year:
February 6 - 8, 2017

Getting To Know…
How well do you know other
worship leaders in our
district?

Sharpen Events
A recap of these excellent
training events

As many of you know, one of the endeavors of this
collective is to create a worship album. The goal of
the album is to unify the voice and heartbeat of our
churches and tell the stories of what God is doing in our midst
through a shared worship experience. This is deeply connected to
our Alliance roots. A.B. Simpson wrote many hymns that reflected
his passion for ministry and the deeper life, and many were
inspired by the life situations in which he found himself. The goal of
this album is to reflect the stories of lament, praise and victory in a
meaningful way that brings glory to God.

This year is our first annual call for song submissions throughout our
district. Songs have already started coming in and we are excited
to see and hear what God has been doing and what He has
inspired us all to pursue creatively. If you have a song that you are
interested in submitting, please check the submission guidelines,
which can be found on our district website (find the link at the
end of this newsletter). If you have any questions, please contact
Dan Nel. The deadline for submissions is noon on June 30.
Throughout the month of July, a song selection committee will
assess the submissions and select songs for the 2016 album. Songs
will be recorded, produced and released in time for Prayer
Retreat in November.

2017 Worship Pastor’s Retreat
This past February, we gathered at Sunnyside Retreat Centre in
Sylvan Lake for our first annual Worship Pastor’s Retreat. As a
steering committee, we were blown away by the tremendous
participation and success of this event as well as the undeniable
presence and blessing of God that was tangibly felt. Many
attendees noted that this was a highlight of their ministry year. We

Q & A with

Harvest Hills Alliance

SHERRY BROWN
Ho w long ha ve y ou
been doing
w ors hip ministry ?
I've been involved in
music ministry since I
was a little girl, doing
“special” music
(remember THAT
term?) growing up in
church. I was involved
in choirs and productions at CBC and theatre missions
trip in Southern Europe. After I got married, I began
conducting the Youth Choir at Deer Park Alliance and
continued that for seven years until we moved to
Calgary. Harvest Hills Alliance became our home
church and after a year I was conducting the adult
choir. Fast forward seven years and I took on the role of
Worship Pastor and have been there 14 years!
W ha t is yo ur fa vo urite thing a bout yo ur job?
I love leading worship, I love practicing, but I also love
quiet time to ponder, think and listen. One of my
favourite things is working with high school and young
adult-aged musicians. They know where the food is
(my house!) and I have a real tendency to take them
under my wing. I love listening to people’s stories, and
being able to pray for them, encourage them, and
sometimes, when invited, speak into their lives.
Q) W hat are some of y our hobbies/interes ts?
A) Outside of musical interests, I could spend all day,
every day, just hanging out with my kids (Jessalyn – 21,
Jacob – 20 and Jonah – 18) and husband Bob. I LOVE
to cook and bake! I also enjoy anything to do with
mountains, beaches or gardens. I am a Lord of the
Rings nerd. We've watched the Director's Cut Trilogy
every New Year's Day for the last eight years. Ask me
anything!

are indebted to Tim Bergmann for graciously
accepting the invitation to be our speaker. His
vulnerability and use of “Our Tribe” language set the
tone for a tremendous time of connection and
encouragement. Thank you to everyone who provided
feedback to the steering committee. Your comments
will help us make next year even better. Here is some
of what you had to say:
“It felt like the most balanced retreat that I’ve ever
attended—the pace was just right.”
“The unstructured worship time and Tim Bergmann’s
talks were a highlight.”
“Love the heartbeat behind why this exists and
encourage you to continue. Though not a worship
‘pastor’, I would love to come back.”
“The highlight for me was the unity and mutual
affirmation that seemed to come so naturally.”
Because of the unanimously positive feedback, we are
excited to tell you that reservations for next year have
already been made at Sunnyside Retreat Center in
Sylvan Lake. So, please save the date of February 6 to
8 2017. You will not want to miss this event!

Q) W hat songs a re really speak ing to y our
church these da ys?
Our church loves “Cornerstone” by Hillsong, “Beautiful
Things” by Gungor, “Victor's Crown” by Hillsong,
“Build Your Kingdom” and “Lighthouse” by Rend
Collective, and of course they love “10,000 Reasons” by
Matt Redman. I personally still love most any wellwritten arrangement of “Be Thou My Vision”.
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There were two excellent training events this past Spring in
Calgary. “Sharpen Tech” took place at Rockpointe Church on
April 30 and “Sharpen Music” took place at First Alliance Church
on May 14. Both events were well-attended and continue to
build ministry skills, resources and supportive.
If you missed out on these events or want to know more, please
contact anyone on the steering committee.

We are looking forward to
hearing your song
submissions and seeing
what God will continue to
do through our creative
collaboration!
“Sing to the Lord a new song”
– Psalm 96:1

Your WCD Worship Collective
Steering Committee.
Dan Nel Rockyview Alliance
dan@rockyviewalliance.com

David Klobb First Alliance
dklob@faccalgary.com

Nick Kadun Airdrie Alliance
District Website
Past newsletters, links to resources and other valuable
information can all be found on our district website on the
worship collective page, located here:
http://www.transformcma.ca/worship-pastors-collective/
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nick@airdriealliance.com

Jeff Watt Rockpointe Church
jwatt@rockpointe.ca

Jordan Abbott Westlife Church
jordan@westlifechurch.ca

lorem ipsum :: [Date]

