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Hello worship pastors of the Western Canadian 
District! We hope you are all having a great start 
to your ministry year. This newsletter is the first of 
it’s kind and is born out of a new initiative that 
God has sparked within the churches of our 
District. As many of you have already been 
briefed on, God is stirring a desire in the hearts of 
many worship pastors to have a greater sense of 
community and connectivity in our ministries. 

Through His grace and leading a WCD Worship 
Collective is being formed and steered by a group of 
pastors in Calgary. The outlook of our worship arts collective 
is very exciting. We hope to bring together, equip and enrich 
our roles as worship ministry leaders by sharing our 
collective experiences and being there for one another by 
way of a larger support network. There are three main 
initiatives that have been identified to help bring this worship 
arts collective to life. Read on to hear more about it! 
 

Prayer Retreat 2015 Gathering 
On Monday November 2nd at 9pm there will be an evening 
gathering for Worship Pastors of our District at Prayer Retreat. 
This will be our first official district wide worship arts gathering. 
Here you will have a chance to get to know each other and 
hear a little bit more of what this collective is all about. If you 
will be attending Prayer Retreat, please make sure you get 
to this meeting so we can connect with you! Your spouses 
and children are also invited to this gathering. We will be 
meeting in the Lakeview Lounge just off the main lobby and 
snacks will be provided. 
 

Worship Album Project 
As many of you know, A.B Simpson wrote many hymns that 

reflected his deep passion for ministry and the deeper Spirit-

filled life. All of his hymns were birthed out of the ministry and 
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Worship Album Project 
A project that tells the stories 

of our churches through song. 

Call for song submissions 

coming in 2016 

 

 

Worship Pastors Retreat 
Monday February 8th to 

Wednesday February 10th 

(ending at noon) at the 

Sunnyside Retreat Centre in 

Sylvan Lake. $175/person. 

Training and Online 

Resources 
Look for “Sharpen” events in 

2016 and check out the 

online resources folder. 

 

 



 2 lorem  ipsum :: [Date] 

“Vivamus porta 
est sed est.” 

1

life circumstances in which he 
found himself; Simpson knew 
that music was a universal 
language and that so much 
could be said by way of song 
to inspire, encourage and lead 
people into a relationship with 
Jesus.  
 
It is with that deep passion in 
mind that this collective would 
like to rebirth Simpsons desire 
for writing music that glorifies 
the Kingdom. We are so 
excited to be launching an 
annual worship album project 
that will seek to unify the voice 
and the heartbeat of our 
district’s churches through this 
collective worship experience. 
All the songs selected for the 
album will have been 
submitted and written by 
people in our churches 
(pastors, leaders, youth etc.). 
Every year so many of us see 
first hand in our ministries how 
lives are impacted, changed 
and at times turned upside 
down for the glory of God’s 
kingdom. Thus, we want to 
begin writing songs that 
capture the collective 
heartbeat of our churches as a 
whole.   
 
Starting in 2016 there will be an 
annual call for corporate 
worship song submissions 
throughout our district. With a 
project like this in mind there will 
be a submission process with 
instructions on further details to 
come. Each year the worship 
songs we receive by the yearly 
deadline will be narrowed 
down by a song selection 
committee, professionally 
recorded and made available 
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to everyone along with music 
charts and the stories behind 
each song to share in our 
respective churches. As the 
Spirit of God moves in and 
through us there is something 
really extraordinary about 
singing songs in our local 
churches that were birthed out 
of the heartbeat of our people 
and our stories of lament and 
praise. Stay tuned for further 
details on this project! 
 

Worship Pastors Retreat 

We are very excited to 
announce the launch of an 
annual WCD Worship pastors 
retreat. We felt that it will be 
deeply valuable to our worship 
ministries to spend a few days 
together learning from and 
uplifting each other. The first 
retreat will take place February 
8th to the 10th (Monday-
Wednesday) at Sunnyside 
Retreat Centre in Sylvan Lake.  
The cost will be approximately 
$175 per person. Sessions 
covered will include spiritual 
development, songwriting and 
best practices. We ask that you 
please mark your calendars 
with these dates well in 
advance so that you will be 
able to attend. Registration info 
is coming soon. 

Training and Resources 

There is a strong desire to 
develop a training and 
resource-sharing network 
amongst our churches. 
Individual churches can only 
offer so much training and 
resources for their volunteers on 
their own due to budgetary 
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We look forward to 
building a strong 
network of connectivity 
and collaboration in our 
district. Please stay 
tuned for more 
information and we will 
hope to see you on 
Novemer 9th at Prayer 
Retreat. 

 

Blessings, 

Your WCD Worship Collective 
Steering Committee.  

Dan Nel   Rockyview Alliance 
dan@rockyviewalliance.com 

David Klobb   First Alliance 
dklob@faccalgary.com 

Nick Kadun   Airdrie Alliance 
nick@airdriealliance.com 
Jeff Watt   Rockpointe Church 
jwatt@rockpointe.ca 

Jordan Abbott   Westlife Church 
jordan@westlifechurch.ca 

 

 

constraints, space issues, and other obstacles. The goal of this 
initiative is to bring churches together to host collective training 
opportunities for our volunteers. By collaborating on training 
events, individual churches (big and small) will be able to take 
advantage of this collective resource model that gives 
everyone more opportunities to help equip their volunteers and 
leaders.  
 
This past spring, there were two collaborative training events 
held in Calgary: Sharpen Tech (hosted by RockPointe) and 
Sharpen Music (Hosted by First Alliance). These events were 
great steps towards providing training and collaborative 
learning to leaders and volunteers in the worship arts. Stay 
tuned for dates on these events in 2016. 
 
There is also a great interest in developing a “New Worship 
Pastor Connection Network.” This is a group focused on 
welcoming new pastors to our district, helping them get 
connected to other churches, and sharing any valuable 
resources that have been assembled within our collective. If 
you are interested in getting involved with this group, please let 
us know. 
 
Lastly, steps have been taken towards developing an online 
resources library. This will be a tool that points people to 
valuable resources that can enhance their worship arts 
ministries. There are tools for media, sound, music training, 
graphic design, service planning and best practices. The tool 
box is currently hosted on Google Drive. If you are interested in 
receiving this resources or contributing to it, please let us know. 
 


